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Miniaia standards and basic skills assessaent " 
activities at the federal, state, and local sc-hool district level, as 
of Septeaber 1977, are suaaarized, indicating, the broad range and 
variety that exists nationwide. Siniaal coapetency, testing is 
.-aandated by law in eleven states: California, Colorado, 'Florida, 
' touisiana, Haine, Maryland, Sevada, Mew Jersey, Berth Carolina, 
Oregon, and firginia. Another ten have experiaental or Operating 
prograas based on state board or state departaent of education 
rulings. They are Arizona, the District of Coluabia, Georgia, Idaho, 
Michigan, Hissouri, Mebraska, Hew York, Pennsylvania, and Jferaont. 
Prograas are in the" planning stage in fifteen states: Alabaaa, 
Connecticut, Delawite. Kentucky, Hassachusetts , ainn^scta,. Hew. , 
Hexico, Horth Dakotfa, Ohio, South carolliii, Tennessee, Texas, Otah, 
Washington, and iisdonsin. Seven of these states— Hassachusettes, 
Hinnesota, Horth Dikdta, « Ohio, South Carolina,. Tennessee, and 
fashinjton— also have Ilegislation pending. In eleven states, aini,aai->> 
"Soipetency prograas are under study: Alliska, Bawaii, Illinois, 
Indiana, Bhode Island, and Best firginia.- The reaainlng 
states— Arkansas,' Bontana, South Dakota, a continuing process, 
subject to change and legis,lative action. Despite dif f iciU.ties in 
Hontana^i South Dakota, defining ainiaua level, and a ccncVrn that 
leVels of proficiency will be set so low that they becpae worthless, 
evidence froa existing prograas, indicates that these probleas are- not 
insuraountable^* Three «ajor aeasutes which are avall^ble-rthe Adult 
Perforaance Level jprograa, the Basic Skills Assessaent Prograa, and 
the Test of General Educational Developaent— are briefly described, 
and 24 bibliographical references are included. (CP) 
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\ j ^ bAsj^ skills' assessment around the nation 

Interest in minimaL^compjetency testing con-tinues unafiated. Spurred by- 
national concern that too many of our high school graduates are seriously 
deficient in the basics necessar>^ *to function as effective and useful 
cifeis^ens, a large number of states arja taking steps to require their. - 
students to demonstrate mastery of certain academic skills before they 
can graduate, .In ^ome states, legislation has been passed, mandating 
minimum c6mpetency programs at thfe state and/or loc^l level; in others, 
the' impetus has come from state board of education act-ion, often followed 
by' legislative mandate. In still others, local school districts themselves 
have taken the initiative, independent of .state action, and have launched 
their own programs to improve studdnt performance, 
* \ " 

There are several varieties of minimum Competency programs. One is 
the development of a state-level high school graduation test, requiring 
.school participation (e,g. New York); or a state level high school 
eguivalency test (California, Florida), Another approach calls for 
local districts to evaluate students' competency in basic 'skills areas, 
using its 'own ^minimum standards or .tshose set by the state. Competency 
standards may involve not only hign school graduation, but also grade-to- 
grade promotion, , 

Having agreed that a high school diploma should \aean something more 
than a recognition of ' attendance, educators have set out to in^rove the 
situation, but do not always agree on, .the* method. Some favor setting a 
leyel^ of minimum competency in reading, math, and language skills at a 
pa):ticular grade level, usually eighth or ninth grade, ' white others lean 
in the direction of. "survival -sklllsV such as dealing with application 
forms; driver's licenses, bank statements, and similar items. Some 
districts incorporate both aspects into thei^ proficiency-based graduation 
.requirements, */ . ♦ 

Colleges, too, are responding to the current concern over high school 
students' lack of basic skills. All across the country^ college and 
university graduation requirements relating to writing skills have been 
tigiftened* and new coursq^s and special programs such as writing labs hav6s^ 
been .introduced. New techniques ^for teaching wmting have been tieveloped 
for use by elementary and secondary -school teachers. One result of ' this 
concentrated focus is ^tnat Che college-^tude^t requiring remedial work in 

.wt'iting is probably beiljg better taught than -ever before. The effects^ of 
efforts to upgrade the basic skills are evident in television also, where 

,a large cooperative effort of- 16 states and two Canadian provinces will 
produce sixty 15-minute programs designed to improve and extend instruction 
in the essential learning skills. The programs will be available to 
schools in' the United States and Canada Beginning in September 1979. 

^ Connected with any coii5>etency program^is the major difficulty of deter- 
mining wha^t exactly constitutes a minimum l^vel of con5>etency. How much 
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should a student master? What constitutes "functional literacy"? How. 
many competencies are enough? These are all questions that educators' 
faced with the task of setting the standards must answer. A related 
concern is that* imposing an arbitrary cut-off will result in too many 
youngsters failing the test, with the poor and minorities most directly 
affected. Knowing that intensive remedial instruction is'bUilt into 
minimum competency programs should server to allay that fear. 

i 

' Another objection voiced of ten 'is , that minimum require'ments will* become 
the maximum, that levels of proficiency will be set so low that they will 
become worthless. However, a b§seline below which relatively few students 
would fall, yet still allow students to acquire enough skills to function 
as^ citi'zens; is preferable to the status que/— an unacceptable quality of 
^education. It jiS reasonable to assume that/ even modest requirements to 
begin with will gi-Ve impetus to mpre ef fec'tive teaching. ' ^ \ 

The difficulties, then, are not insurmountable. 'There are strong indi- 
"cations that a minimum competency program can, and -does, wotk. One of the 
first school districts to institute mxTiimum competency testing' in ' recent 
years, Westside High, Omaha (NE), has' graduated , its' first competency-based 
senior, piass^ Westside points wif^h^rid^ to the fact' that only one percent 
(eigA: seniors) o£ 762 in the senic/r class did not pass. Most of the eight 
either didn't take makeup exams af'ter failing them the first time around, o 
never took Jthem in the first plaQ4. The tests were developed by the staff, 
the students, and parents, and are undergping further revision. Tlie Denver 
^scho^ system, of^ course, is* a pionee^ ^n the competency testing movement, 
having administered such a prrogram for about 18 years. . Aithough*in the 
first year of the program the failure rate Vas over 14 per^nt, the 
figure has^ subseq^uently been reduced to the present 1.5 ffercent. 

The minimal competency movement is no panacea. But, thoughtfully devel- 
oped and ♦reasonably applied, a minimal competency program can do much to 
improve the quality of American ed^ication. Given the weight of .suc^ a ^ 
program, a high school diploma would certify that' the student possessed 
the basic skills needed to be a productive adul't citizep capable of 
functioning in a cofl5)lex society. ' ^ * 



this publication is a revised edition of the February, 1977, ETs' report 911^ 
federal, state> and I6cal school district activities ' relating to minimuliisi*/^, 
standards and basic skills assessment. This up'date, describes activities^ ' 
that are very much part of a continuing process, subject to change and 
modification. Legislation indicated as being pending may have been ' 
signed into law or defeated. With that caution,^ < the information. ia*this^ ''^ 
report should prove useful as an indication of the J^oad range an'd variety . 
of activities related to basic skills occurring at' the stat;e ^nd local V/ 
level across the nation. \ ^. • - 

ETS Information Division', which con^Diled this report, acknowledges tfee v 
proiTisio/n of invaluable data by Chris Pipho^f the Education Commission.^ 
of the States, Denver, Colorado and by ETS staff in' the various re^io^ial 
offices and at The Education Policy Research Tnstitute, Wsh^ngton, DX/ ' 
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Evide nce of Widespread -Interest In Basic Skills Testing ^ 

* A National Commission on Education Statistics survey of state edu'catlon 
agencies in August 1976 provided an initial profile of the nature and 

'extent of performance-based activity throughout the country. At that 
tiine there were 5 states with operational programs and a total of 29- ' 
states Involved in some form of performance-based ed<icatlonal activities 
with emphasis on tt^e basic skills. 

Since that time, the totals have &pown. According to a recent? Ohiq 
. State Department of Education survey, 37 state? are now either actively 
planning or operating minimum -competency prograte. Twenty-seven of 
'those are planning or operating programs for graduation, 6 'for ea^ly- 
leaving options, and 11 f or^grade-to-grade promlDtion. Highlights of 
the summary in<iic^e the following: 

1. ' .Minimum competency programs conceiit^rate on. as tablishing and 

measuring performance levels in the basic skill areas of reading 
andr mathematics at ^various grade iev^s. 

2. Minimum competency levels are set in most States by the state^ 
education agency through. a consensus of teachers, administrators, 
board members, and citizens. 

3. In most states, the instruments^ used to measure student, perform- 
ance are developed or jpurohased at the district level. 

4. Development of a program may take from three to 'fiv^. years. 

* At the National Association for Secondary School Principals/U. S. * 
Office of Education conference on America's ^Secondary Schools, 
April 1976, an Ni^SP task force called for adoption of cpt^etence 
requirements in communication skills, mathematics, add American 
history as a condition f or'receiving a high school diploma. There 
was wide disagreement, however, ' on how such a r.equirement was^ to^be 
implemented! The topic has been getting continued covejrage at 
subsequent meetings. ^ 

* A growing number of m^jor prof essional 'organizatioAs have selected . 
basic skills or minimal competency testing as themes tQ.r their" 
annual programs. ' ' ' » . - 

, Many of the leading educational and professional journals have 
* carried articles, debating the issue.' Recent examples are: Change, 
November" 1976; Legislative Review (published monthly by Education 
Commission of the States) which monitors legislative developments 
in the states related to minimal competency testing, among other 
.topics. Phi^Deita Kappan (March 1977), and Educational Leadership , 
April 1977. Major newspapers too,, have been covering the issue, 
as have many of the m^jor national periodicals like Time, Newsweek, 
and U.S. News and World Report . ' * * 

* .Major conferences are, being held: The Education Commission of the 

States and the National Institute of Education will host four 
regional workshops on Minimal Competency' Testing this fall during 
September and October in San Francisco', Boston, Denver, and Atlanta. 
A National' Conference on Minimum Coii4)etencies^ was held in New York 
City on March 4, 1977. 



' ' STATE ACTIVITY RELATING TO MINIMUM COMPETENCY PROGRAMS 

Note: Activity is state-level, or district-level as defined by the state. 



UNDER STUDY 
Alaska 

Hawaii * ^ 
Illinois 
Indiana ^ 
Iowa 
Kansas' 
Missis S'ippi 
New Ha^^'shire 
Oklahoma 
Rhode Is land, 7 
West yirginia 

11 



Arkansas Mont ana, 
Sovifch Dakota and 
Wyoming have no^^ 
plans^ for minimal 
compptfency 
^tivity ♦ ^ 
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Utah 
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Washington 
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. X 
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X 








Oregon 

Pennsylvan^ia 
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KEYT L — legislative action .taken ^ 

P — legislation pending \ ^ r 

SBE — sfate board of . education^action taken 
SDE state depar^tmept- of -^ducatidn, action taken 
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Activities at the Federal Level ^ 
: ' \ . 

t \ ' 

* * . I » 

w» * ■» 

1. Representative Ronald M. Mottl has introduced two, bills, H.R 608b and 
H.R. 7116, tha^would make a minimal competency testing program fo^ ^ 
high school graduation mandatory for states wanting to receive funds 
undei; the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. The legislation has* 
since been amended to make the competency testing progr$im volunta'ry. 

n . .... 

2. Assistant Secretary for Education, Mary Berry, on July 14 recommended 
that* her office and the National Instigate of Education develop a 
voluntary standardized national basic skills competency test, measur-i 
ing reading, writings and arithmetic at various g^ade levels. The new 
recommendation was made at a hearing before the Senate education 
subco'imnittee, where Senator Claiborne Pell and Admiral Hyman Rickov^ 
both expressed strong support of a national standardized test. 

, Rickover has for many years advocated a national test to measure 
specific minimum competency requirements for various grade levels 

' starting i»n the ea-rly elementary grades. Berry expressed concern, 
hdvevef, that problems connected with such a test exist and.mifst be 
dealt with. ' ^ x 



Activities ^t the State and Local District Level ' ' ■ 

ALABAMA ' ^ . ' - * " : ' 

♦ 

'a task force established by'- the state-^ board of education has been 
working on recommendations for the, total* high school program, including 
coiripetency-based graduation requirements. ' ■ . 

. . ALASKA • ^ ' . ^ , V 

Local District - ^ , , . 

* * CraiR Alternative School ^is condti'cting minimal competency activities. 

North Slope ^ Galena, Adak, and Southwest Region School Districts are 
^ working on designing competency-baSed curriculums. 

" V ARIZONA '\ ' 

* As of January 1, 1976, the state board of education required achool ,^ 

- ' districts to certify that BtK g^de graduating Students are able- to ^ 

read, wite", anti compute ^t the 6th grade* ievel. Students graduating 
from liigh school must demoiistrate proficiency In thosfe &k_ills at the 
9^lj grade level. Assessment procedures are at the discretion of the 
''16cal districts* ' ' '.j* ' * ' 



ERIC 



- 6 - ' • 

^ 7 ■ 



CALIFQI^IA . ^ ^ J ' *^ 

The California High School .Prof iciency Test, covering the tasic skills 
of reading, math and computation skills, and consumer economics, is 
'•administered to 16- and 17-year-olds. Those who pass, raceive a profi- 
ciency certificate^ legally equivalent to a high- school diploma and may 
leave high school with parent permission. The test is administered 
three times a year. In 1976, SB 1^2 j Ch. 315 ; opened t'he California 
High School Proficiency Examinations to any persons 16 years of age or 
over, of to anyone who has been enrolled in* the lOth grade for one or 
more academic years. In the first year bf the test, 12,000 students 
(out of an' eligible 670,000) took ^:he' test; 45 percent passed it. 

School districts that operate high schools are required to adopt 
* assessable graduation standards of proficiency in the areas 6f reading, . 
writing, andi computation by June 1978, and to assess student progress . J 
'toward thes^ standards once during grade- 7 through 9 and twice between J- 
grades 10 and 11. The district must provide,' for those students who So 
not meet district standards, a diagnostic and prescriptive remedial 
instruction conference or alternative ways of satisfying the district'^ 
course of study. After June, 1980, students who do not meet these stand- 
ards will not receive a high school diploma. (AB^_3A08, September 1976.) 

AB. 357 would require eJ^ementary school districts by June 1, 1979,. to 
adopt standards of proficiency in the basic skills. ■ This bill would 
have students' tested at least twice during the fourth through sixth 
grades- and*at least once ^om sixth through eighth grades. Conferences 
between pupil/parent/ principal/teachers would be required if the pupil 
falls short of the standards. / t 



Examples of- minimal academic stanq^rds for high school ^graduation 
have been j)repared and distributed by the state board o£ education, 
incluciing criteria used for developing the' standards f ori conq^etency in 
basic skills for the high school proficiency exam. ( AB2/25 , 1976) 

Local District " ^ \ 

Los Angele s. Beginning in June of 1979, the Los Angeles Unified 
Schogl District will require its graduating seniors to p«ss the 
Senior High Assessment of Reading Proficiency (SHARP) test in order 
to receive a diploma. Students will haye up to four opportunities - 
^ to pass the test; remedial instruction will be provided. Announce- 
. s^ment of the SHARP test by the district has generated considerable 
interest in other distrfa5t3. 

San Jose USiy is working on minimal competency for intermediate schools 
• Norwalk-Miranda ] These districts are working 
Whittier-Union .} on programs to establish 
Kern Union HSD ] competency graduation . 
Newport-Mesa USD ] requirements'. 



COLORADO - . * * 

No special proficiency testing is required by the state beyond regular 
requirements for graduation from the 12th grade. Local school districts 



COLORADO (cont'd) 

are free to inqjose such tests,, but if they do so, they must begin 
'assessment in the 9th grade and must provide remedi'atioii (under the 
provisions of SB 180 , 1975). 

Local district 

The Denver Public SchoQj<fi ,as part of the Proficiency and Review 
. Program, administer .th^'^^own minimum competency tests for high 

schbol* graduation^, have^done so since 1960. The tests cover reading, 
spelling, matft,^ anxi language mechanics. Remedial instruction is 
provided for those who do not pass the tests'. 

• ^ ■ ■ ." . • 

CONNECTICUT 

... Q 

In June 1977, a committee appointed by^ the state department of educa- 
tion, made recommendations to the board on developing a higtt school- 
equivalent coiiq5etency -based certificate. Their report recommended 
that such a certificate be developed, using the, APL and GED measures^ 
to ingiude communications^ skills, computational ^nd life skil^ts, and 
career readiness. Sixteen^year-olds or older would be allowed to take 
the test as an early-leaving option, with parent permissiop. The 
committee will also study the question of proficiency testing in 
secondary education ^ addressed in Public Act 76-405 An Act Concerning 
Proficiency Examination. A report and recommendation^ on proficiency 
testing are expected by June 1978. ^ ^ ' ' 



DELAWARE ' *• ^ . - - 

The state department of education is developing a list of general com- 
petencies to be used as a prerequisite for high school graduation, as 
required by the state board of education in its resolution of December 
1976. Some exploratory work ^s* being done,, using th^ Adult Performance 
Level materials. A,.Commiss:ion on the Future of Education in Delaware, 
appointed by the governor , wi^il review the status of education in the 
state and provide jfropOs^ls to the governor for consideration during 
. the 1978 session of the legislature, including recommendations relat- 
ing .to competency-based education. A final report on the commission's , 
findings is due in January 1^78. 



DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

A competency-based curriculum has been developed by the sxxperintendent, 
•approved by the board in October 1976, and is being used on an experi- 
mental, basis in 26 elementary schools. The program includes pre- and , 
' post-testing at each grade level. Newly revised bpard of education 
rules specify satisfactory achievement of con?)etfency at the required 
skill level for grade promotion. 
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FLORIDA , , ^ ' ' ^. , , • . 

CSSB 107 (1976) mandates competency requirements based on mastery of 
, basljc skills ^d- functional literacy. Programs of pupil progression 

based upon perforinance are required as of 'July 1, 1977, tied to local * 
^ 'goals and objectives. Performance in basic skills Will be stressed 

(on statewide tests) before students may ^progress from grades 3, 5, 8, 

and 11. • ' 

By the 1978-79 school year, school, districts must establish .stand- 
' ards for high school graduation, to include mastery of basic skills 
. and satisfactory performance in functional literacy, in addition to 
' the numbei; of 'credits required by the districJt school board. Each 
district is* required ti provide remediation for students needing it. 
There 'are •three opportunities^ in the junior and* senior years to pass 
the functional literacy test, V which will be given iox the first time 
in October 1977. Alternative diplomas must be awarded to those 
students unable to meet the standards prescribed. ' * 

' Starting in Septembet 19/7 on a' two-year pilot basis, the GED will 
be available to students as^an early-leaving option, unde^ c^tain 
constraints' such as pa'rkntal permission, career planning guidance and 
counseling sessipns. . . • . * 

HB 203^ would permit schiol districts to conduct dismissal hearings f or • 
instructional personnel jf.or failufe to teach students to reach state 
minimum performance standards. 

* I' ' ' * »■ ' 

Local Districts ^ • 

Duval County, Jacksoriville . High school seniors will take a test 



of functional literac^y.. 

West Palm Beach > The! school bo^rd requires all high school Juniors 
to take the Adult Per^formance Level test. Satisfactory performance 
on this test will becjome a graduation requirement, beginning with 
the class of 1978. • j ' * , • 

Broward County , Polk County . Both counties are developing K-12 
performance standards. * 



GEORGIA 



The state department of leducation has a statewide^ criterion-referenced 
, testing pxogram for t:he-|4th, *8th, and UOth grades, with tests for 2nd, 
3rd, and 6th^ grddes "tiiid^r development. Results of the tests are being 
studied to establish cutj-off scores for gradp-to-grade promotion. The 
tests, ^ which are diagnostic, provide an individual profile in 20 bafeic 

skifl areas. ! ' « ^ 

The state' board of education has sfdopted a policy for high school 
graduation requirements i which would include minimal proficiency stand- 
ards for the life role fekills, including specific recommendations for^ 
the student as the learper, the individual, the citizen, the consumer", 
and the producer. Ten schools will take part in the project as^pilot 
study in 1977-78. The recommendations are modeled after the Ore^n 
high school graduation requirements. Each district musr establish 
performance objectives jand develop performance indicators. If the 

t 

.f 



GEORGIA (cont'd) . * ' 

pilot project is successful, XetatewijlH^SW^lementation will take place 
for 9th grade students in 197-9-80. ' ' ' 

* At *the request of the stat^ board,* the department of education* is 
conducting a major redesign of the Georgia School Standards, the first 
♦*such^ajor overhaul since the Standards were first administered. 

Local District 

Clarke County School District will require proficiency in the b*asi>c 
skills to graduate, beginning with the graduating class of 1980. 
The school distridft is. exploring the use of. a minimum coii5)'et^ncy 
• R equirement for grade-to^grade promotion. 



HAWAII 
"7 

The state department of education is instituting a credie-by-eximina- 
tion program. Course , credit will be obtained for mathematics courses 
by passing an eJtamination; the program will eventually be broa\lened to 
include social science and science. A task force appointed by the 
(Jffice of Instruction is conducting aCiritical iTeviev of graduation, 
requirements and is working on the identification of minimum competen- 
cies and the development of a minimum competency test. 

Local District ' • 

The K^n^ehameha Schools (private) are^conducting^a ctirricular revisidh 
study that will investigate minimal coiiq)etency structures and their 
infliJ^nce on actual" instructidnal programs. i . ' ,^ 



IDAHO 



In February 1977, ^the Idaho SC^te Board of Education adopted new gradu- 
ation req^uirements, including a provision for a, prof iciency program,, 
optional to school districts, that measures competency in i:eaditig, 
writing, airifthmetic and spelling prior to high school graduation, 
- Participating districts will be required to give the* test begirining in 
* the^ 9th grade and to^f^rovide remedial work' for those students who do 
not pass. Th^ fir^t administration of the test will take place in 
DecemBer 197^ followed by another. :^n April 1979. Students* in partici- 
pating districts will graduate with a diplbma bea^^Lng the sjtat.e board ^of 
education* seal. Other students will receive certificates of attendance 
or a plain diploma. The tests will be 'developed thfough the SDE. * 

ILLINOIS 

The depfartment of education, is exploring the use of some f<5^m of miniimam 
competency testing in basic skills^ apd is considering developing aAbank 
of objectives and items fpr use by school districts. ' - 

Local Districts * . / . 

Chicago . The Board of Education is^ working on settiilg standards for 
high school graduation. Pilot examinations have been pr^epared and 
administered .and a study h^s beeri done t^* determine an effective^ ^ 



no. • ll 



ILLINOIS (cont'd) , 

functioning level, involving young adults performing satisfactorily 

' on the iob, as a validation effort. 

• ♦ > I _ ♦ 

Peoria Public Scho.ol District is develpping a minimiim competency 

examination for high school graduation, beginning with the graduatring 

,,class of 1979. \ . ' . ' 



INDIAl^A • ' ^ . 
, . • >* 

A study will be done relating to competency requvLf^ments for 'secpndary 
schools. ^ ^ , ' . ^ 

Local District " ' 

c ry Th^ board of education has adopted proficiency standards for 

^ highrschool graduation, effective in 1977V Proficiency io the basic 

skills of writing, rea<ii,t!g, math, and oral ^ommunicatfon will be 
' required. - In the fall of 1976 and in June 1977, * Gary high school 

students wrote essays for the purpose^'of identifying students^ needing 

remedial help in writing.- Centralized scoring of these examinations 
' ^ was conducted by Gar^f teachers with the assistance of Educational 

Testing Service. ^ ' ^ , V * 



IOWA 



SF 252 would require , all sjtudents to pa»6 tests in reading, writing, and 
mathematics iir order to graduate.. Jhe program would begin-An July 1980. 

* Metro High School s Cfedar Rapids, is, involved in minimal competeitcy 
.activity. 



KANSAS 



The SBE ,is 'making recommendations for p^-of Iciency requirements tot high 
sclft>ol graduation. .> * 



KENTUGKY . 

Inte;rest has been . expressed in minimal competency in basic skills as a 
requirement' for high school graduation. The State Board of Education 
^^ ha^ instructed the State Department of, Education to- make a study o£, 
competency .based education and minimal requirements for high school 
graduation. The use of ' the GED xest fot high '^school equivalency is 
being invest?igated. ^ ^ 

LOUISIANA . \^ : ^ . ^ * 

A sfe*idy (i^ minimupi competency testing is being conducted. The'IiOuisiani 
Program* fo^ Educational Accobntability1r(Act 709 of 1976) requires that 
.by January 1, 1977 that the State Board establish "reasonable i^alniraum 



LOUISIANA (contM) ' ' * ^. 

levels of pupil proficiency in the basic communication and ^computational 
skills'." . ; ' - . ' 

j By January 1,,* 1978^^ system of assessment .based partly on, criterion- 
vreferetlced tests nlust be devAoped in the basic jareas of reading,^ 
writing and mathematics with possible; later addition Of other areas. 
.The assessment of reading 'in grades 4, 8, and Hi mwst begin by school*^ 
year 1977-78. / ' „ . ^ ' 



MAINE , ' 

LP 1810 , the Legislative Act to Establish *an Assessment of Student 
. Performance in the Basic Skills ; Undfer the provisions of this legisla- 
tion, a committee was appointed in August 1977 to study the assessment 
of basic skills invthe state. TheAct also require^ that all 11th grade 
students will be tested in the basic use of reading, » writing and mathe- 
matics and their application tc5 'life situations, prior to January 1978. 
(The testing will take place in, November 1977.)* A report will b^ made 
" to the governor and the legislature in February 1978 concerning the 
outcomes of these activities', with recommendations for policy action at 
the state ^lev^l. ^ ^.^v ' ^ 

A representative sample of 8th. grade students will be selected for 
testing as part pf/jthe state assessment of studeht performance. 



MARYLAND ^ 

> ' • * '* . ^ 

' The Athey Bill of * t97V ^(HB1433) requires that the St^te Board of Education 
establish by July 1, 1977 progressively advanced minimum reading levels 
for grades two th^o\xgh twelve with assessment at grades 3, 7 and 11. In 
February 1977 the State Department of Education defined the minimum 
performance levels for grades 1 to 12. 

The state department of education has deVelmed the Maryland basic 
^mastery test for reading, administered in 6th, 9ph, and 12th grades. 
This "survival readingvt;.est" is also being adminftstered in the fall of 
eachj-s^chool ye^r to grades 7 and 11 as part of the statewide accountabil- 
ity*^rogram. The state board of edu.cation and staff jof the, department: 
of education are in the process of developing a functional mathematics 
test for 9th grader^ to be administered statewfde starting in the 1978 
- school year.. The test will be -pilot-tested^ with 1,500 ninth graders in 
parlous local school systems in October 1977. Those who 'fail mav take 
the^ test again in ^he 10th and 11th gradef. . ^1 



HB 1462 specifies t\at students in gjfades three, sieven, and nine through 
•eleven (previously >two through/seven, Athey bill) who have not met 
. "feither a minimum grade-level competency o'r the .minimutn reading level 
^prescribed by the state board for the previous grade shall be retained 
.in the current grade or ehrolied in a reading assistance program.*^ 

Project Basic, approved by the State Board of Education in January 
1977, establishes minimum competency standards for high school g^raduation 
by 1982. The competencies will be established on a common basis all 
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MARYLAND (cont'd) * ' . 

cross the state, but. the means of achieving them will be determined at 
the local level* Specific mii^mum competencies are being developed in 
five areas essential to ettfs^rt^ and satisfying adulthood-- basic , 
skills, the worlds of work/ leisure time„ citizenship, and survival 
skills. Mastery of these 'will be required of all students as a condi- 
tion of graduation. The Board calls for adoption of these competencies 
by June 1982. 



MASSACHUSETTS 



' The Policy Cdnmiittae on High School Graduation Requirements, establish-" 
ed ^t the request of the Board of Education in 1976, has be~en -working 
. '^on the development of statewide 'competency 'standards for high school rL' 

\ graduation and has discussed Ideal and state responsibility for possible 
implementation of those standards. A status report was presented to 
the Board in June 1977. Before a statewide competency standards 
program is enacted, educators and citizens from across the state wiil 
review and ^comment on the Policy Committee'^s recommendations .and will 

* provide input into the final report;, due before^ the Board of. Education 
in June 19784 If the Board approves implementation of statewide 
con^etency standards, the program would probably into effect in 
September 1979. . • - - 

^ Thus far, the Policy Committee's statements include a recommendation ' 
that all public school students in the state should demons t^rat-e compe- 
tency in certain basic skills, including thdse needed to function 
effectively as an adult. ^ . • ^ - 

^ HB 3286 ♦ The state board of education would develop examinations for 

testing competency in the areas of mathematics, social studie;s, 
science, English/ ^literature, language, and Business. The tests would 
be reviewed each year and administered at the end of ninth, tenth and < 
' eleventh grade's. The state board of education would establish passing 
' scores for eacfi test and determine standards for a high school diploma 
, issued by the state. * ^ 

Local District ^ ' 

Fitchburg. The Fitchburg School Com^nitfeee has established Project' 
* Competency to coordinate assessment of life skills. A skills 
achievement monitoring, system is being used to help teachers keep 
track of student progress in the basic skills. 



MICHIGAN . . V 

A. criterion-referenced tes_ting program based on competency goalfe-estab- 
lished by the state depa^rtment of edudation has been in operation for 
several years. Students are tested fors, specif ic .objectives in reading 
and mathematics in grades 4, 7, and 10» Test results are- made available 
to school districts. The SDE also works with teacher education institu- 
tions in preparing teachers to conduct instruction geared to the state's 
established minimim 'competency goals. An advisory compiittee is consider- 

r 13. - 
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MIC&IGAN (cont^) 

ing use»of a bank of items and objectives in basic skills for local 
school districts. 

The State Board of Education is considering d 12th grade minimal com- 
petency test in. life skills. ' > 

. Local bistricts . . ^ 

Bellevue Community Schools a re exploring development of a basic 

y skills test for 8th graders and for graduating seniors as a require- 
ment for graduation. • • * 
In Marich a, committee of the High School Parent Council in East 
Lansing recommended increased requirements and thorough pre-gradua- 
tion> testing in English, mat4i, science, and social studies. It 
f«urther reconlmerlded a minimum reading level of tenth grade *for a 
diploma. 

Lansing School District is working on standards for, basic skills 
and :medi.ods of assessment, at junior and high schoal levels. 
Lawton Community Schools are interested in^ tests for" grade-level . 
promotionjs. 

LlvonI¥Public Schools are exploring development of> a basic skills 
test for 8th graders and for graduating seniors as a requirement 
* for graduation.. ? 

MINNESOTA * ' r . ' 

' - * * 

Interest has been expressed in basic sk;Llls assessment, especially for 
grades 1, 3, and 7. Legislation requiring a reading and writing test 
for grade promotion is being considered. The state board of education 
has created an advisory committee for revision of mi n imum standards for 
education. . ~ ' . \ 

Local" Districts ^ * ' 

Minneapolis . Under the Accbuntability Project Advisory Board, the 
Basic Skills Committee reviewed the Minneapolis, public schools' r 
instructional programs in the basic skills and made recommendations* 
to the bo^rd of education in 19J4.- These recommendations for^Jbasic » 
.skills testing form the basis for present interest. 
St. Paul . The scl:^ool -board is* cBnsidering apppiivting a task force 
of administrators, teachers, students, • and parents to study | the 
feasibility of adopting a competency requirement |I^r high school 
gtaduation. ^ 
Southeast Free School s Minneapolis, and St. Paul Open School in St. 
Paul report minimal conq>etenty activity. 

White Bear Lake has a basic [skills requirement for graduation. 
The Mid-State Educational Cocg^erative is developing minlmum-'compe- 
tency ''requirements, among them some on the basic skills of reading, 
writing, math, and life skills. 

Pending : ^ ' < - ^ ^ 

c IIF 44 would provide that the Commissioner of Education, prior to June 30, 
1978, establish desirable minimum standards of reading achievement 
ft)r pupils coii?>le,ting grades 3, 6, 9, and 12. The bill would also give 
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MINliESOTA (cont'd) ^ * ' 

funding to the state department of education for the development and 
dissemination of tests and for teachers and consultai^ts. 

'118 would provide for a statewide program of assessment of minimal' 
con^jetency in reading, math, language arts and other general subject 
areas. It would'also provitle for a program of remedial, aid for the 25 * 
percent of the students! needing it. 

MISSISSIPPI 

The State Department of \£ducatian is studying the question of establish 
ing minimum- competency^ l^ve Is in the basic skills far /graduation. 

Local Districts 

De Soto County ^ iptierested In developing evaluation instruments 
for assessment cjlf the basic skills "at the secondary level. 
Drew School District introduced conqjetency requirements fo-r grade 
promotion. J 



MISSOURI 



, At the request of the ^tate* board of education, the department* 'of 
elementary and secondary education developed the .Missouri Basic 
Essential Skills Test, con5)et^ncy test to certify a minimum skill 
level among its high school graduates;. Three forms of the test were 
pilot tested in the spring of 1977 among "^Jth graders 'and are ready for 
use in th^ 1977 school year. After July 1, 1978 all Missouri public 
school student^ will be required to take the test at the end of 8th 
grade. Students not passing the test will have several opportunities 
to take It. * ^ • 

The SBE'will determi^ie possible use of the test as a condition of 
-higl}^ scHool graduation aJEter the field tests and pilo^t programs of the 
'test* are coiiq)leted. ^ . j ' 

New criterion-referenced Vea^ing tests will be tested in the i^Tlrl% 
school year and will be ready for voluntary use by local , districts in . 
the fall of 1978. ' • . , 

NEBRASKA , . ' ^ 

Elementary *and secondary schools are reqijired to -establish a minimum 
performance ^level in reading, writing, and arithmetic. Schools must\ 
readminister tes.ts until mastery at the required level has been demon-' 
strated by all students. An evaluation instrument^ (the Nebraska 
Assessment Battery of Essential Learning Skills) is available from the 
SDE for schools, wisljing to use it. 

Local District - * . 

Westside Community Schools (District 66) are currently uding an 
outcome evaluation study with some ref^r»ence to/basic skill areas. 
^The first sernior class to take minimum competency^ tests was gradu- ' 
ated in June 1977. . . i v 



An Advis.or^ Comfiiission for a Competency-Based High' Schoal Diploma 
"Program hk& be6.n advising the SDE In the selection of competency 
critetia^in rlfading-, writing," and arithmetic, since , its inception in 
1976. , V- • 

Assembly Bill 400 , mandating competency -based testing in Nevada 
schools, bec.ame law July U 1977. The Nevada State Board of , Education 
has been working on^ a Competency-Ba^ed High School Diploma .Program 
since January 19^-6.^ - * • 

The bill requires the* testing of students prior to the coii5)letion' 
of;the third-and sixth- ^grades during -the " 19 7 7 school year. Other - - 
dates for standard proficiency examinations are: Gi^ades three, six 
and nine, 1978-81; ancf grades three,^six, nine and 12, 1981-8^ land 
thereafter. ' ' * * . 

The State Board of Education has direated the Department of Educa- 
tion staff to coToptete a detailed analysis of the provisions of A.B. 
400 to be. reviewed by the Legislative Council BuVeau^ Department of 
Education staff will make recoinmendationsr in the. process of developing 
minimum competency measurement instruments. 

Twelf.th-grade students will not be involved until^l982. Minimum 
competency examinations in arithmetic, reading and writing should\ be 
available for use no later than the 1979-80 school year* 



NEW JERSEY 

A. 1736 . The original bill, passed in 1975, called for the state to' set 
minimum reading and mathematics standards and for local districts to 
provide remedial work. Under the amendments, local districts may set 
lower interim goals and assess students' progress toward those» goals. 
The state board of education adopted regulations requiring local school 
districts ^to establish minimuto proficiency standards in- basic skill 
'-areas' and provide remediation' for children needing it4 , 

An advisory committee is coordinating the activities^-of eight working 
committees focusing 6n key areas involved in the basic skills /.minimum 
standards effort. New minimum basic skills tests in reading and mattre- 
matics will be administered to grades 3, 6, 9 and 11 in April of 1978.- : 
This program will -replace the New Jersey EducatipnaX Assessment Program. 

A committee created by the> State Board of .Education is .examining ., 
current statewide requirements for high schogl graduation. 

Local District • ' • ' 

• Delaware Vaitlev Regional High School is considering a high^school- 
leyel basic skills test. ' i. ». . 

• new MEXICq ." \ ■ . .- ^ . 

The State Board of Education has approved a plan to use the 200-item 
Adult Performance Level test at the 10th, 11th, and 12th grades as ^ ^ 
high school proficiency exam; state standards will be adopted for the . 
level of proficiency. Rather than having a gradua'tion or na graduation 
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NEW MEXICO (cont'd) ' ^ , ' ' 

requirement, at the present time the State Board of Education uiil use 
a "diploma endorsement", if the student has conpleted .the pro.f ic^iLendies 
as speciis^d by the State Department of Education. An essay-wrijti^g^ ' 
examination 'is f now being considered that would be evaluated by' th,e ^ 
instructional staff of each school district. The .state task fotce^ 
will assist the LEA's in developing plans to in^) rove teaching' qi basic 
skills and to establish various types of developmental and remedial 
instruction in th^ minimal essential "survival skill cojqfl)etencies^!* 



NEW YORK ^ V V ^ ' . ^ 

The board of regents approved (May 1^76) a resolution establishing ,the 
. passing of basic con5)etency tests in reading and mathematics as a 
requir^ent for -receipt pf a high school diplopia, beginning with' the 
graduating class of June 1979. Student^ .will be tested at the 9th. grade 
• level*, those passing the test at that point ^will be considered as having 
. satisfied that portion pf the high school graduation requirements. 

Three additional tests were incorporated into the graduation require- 
ments effective in June' 1980, in the areas of (1) civics atid citizenship, 
(2) practical science, including -health and drug education,^ and '(3) 
•writing and language skills.* The state h^s developed a new Basic Compe- 
^ tency Test in Writing Skills whicb all student^ must pass to "obtain a 
high school diplotna. ' - r » • ^ 

' The new writing skills test was first administered in October 1976,., 
and will be administered again in January and June of 1978. S.tudents 
who fail the new skills test will be given remedial work. 

Local' District " ^ 

Mamaroneck Public Schools are developing criterion-ref erenceci tests 
to' evaluate the effectiveness at the new basic skills programs. 
New York City . The Board of Education is developing minimum perform- 
ance standards. The school system is considering raising, the reading 
requirement for high school graduation from the present 8th grade 
level to 9th grade. A* special pilot program in basic writing skills 
will begin at the tenth grade level ^t 15 public high schools and 
six nonpublic high schools in September 1977. The program, designed 
to encourage and improve the expository writing skills of the 
secondary level students, is ti^tled^ WEDGE (Writing Every ©ay Gener- 
ates Excellence). 



NORTH CAROLINA ' ^ ' ^ * . 

; HB 204 and HB205 provide for a minimum cojnpetency program, including a 
high school graduation competency test. HB 204 / Tests will »be admin- 
istered to all 11th grade -students in the public schools in the 1978-^ 
1979 school year, measuring those skills a high school graduate needs 
to function successfully. 11th grade students who" fail to attain the 
minimum standard required for graduation will be given additional 
opportunities to take the test in the twelfth grade. HB205 : Under 
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NORTH CAROLINA (cont'd) 

provisions of this bill a testing commission wfll evaluate and recommend 
a criterion-referenced test to be used in -grades 1, 2, 3, *6, and 9. 

NORTH DAKOTA ' - * ' , ^ 

HB 1460 would, prescribe^ high school diplomas and allow diplomas, to 
indicate completion o^ an optional proficiency test. ^ ^ 







OHIO 



A'Task Force on Minimum Competency Expectations w^s appointed in April ^ 
197Z by Superintendent of Public Instruction Franklin Walter for th^ 
purpose of making policy recommendations at the state level, regarding 
con^etency-based assessment. Preliminary results will be avail-able in 
October 1977. The task force completed. a mdjor study of competency-based 
practices in use in other states ^as well as in'the home school districts. 

SB170, passed in l975, mandates assessment (matrix sanqjl'^ng) inv the 
schools, us i-flg. instruments developed by the* state education department. 
The tests involve reading .tfests fc^ grades 4, 8, 12, and math and 
English coiq)osition. h ^ # • 

HB6 , would require that 'the state administer conqjetency-bas^d tests in 
grades 3, '6, 9, and II. ^' - * * ^ 

Local Districts ' % 

Cincinnati . A citizens' task forle is considering basic skills and 
their assessment. Ttie use of exainttiatidn for grade-to-grade {promo- 
tion ,or at selected points is bein,^^ considered. - 
Columhus . The superintendent has pE<>posed' basic skil^ls assessment 
to the. school board. , * , 

Dayton . A 9th grade testing programj^^-s operation. The school 
district is working on a h^sic skill^J requirement for , the llth and 
^ 12th grades. " . 

Mentor Public Schools . The Board of i|ucation has required success- 
ful con^letion of competency exams inf^^e basic Skills as a high 
school graduation requirement. * t 



OKLAHOMA 



The state board of education: adopted the reijpimm.en^ations o£ the X^ommit- 
tee' on Basic Skills and Minimal Con^etency Testing of^ the Oklahoma 
Education Council, td conduct a sample bes^i^g in graces -3, 6, and 9 
in the basic and §urjl.val , skills in the f all !pf^ 1977, to ^ietermine 
s^dents' -basic skills achievement level in the state. 



OREGON 



C[^The state board of education in 1972 established a new high school 
graduation policy requiring school districts to ensure that minimum 

it 



OREGON (codt^d) , ^ 

standards' iii loc^ly defined measurable coinpetencies , in addition to . 
course credit and 'other requirements, "were met by their graduating 
^ seniojrs; beginning, with the .class of 1978. The 1974 ^revised "Oregon 

Minimum Standards for Public Schools" extended th,e concept'of conqpetency- 
b^sed educatipn to el ementary and ^junior high ^schools. 

Revisiotts in* 1976 require schgol districts,, to _verify- that students; 

' ./jiave minimal xompetepc'ies in the basic skills in order to receive _a high f 
school- diploma.* ' DistricJ^s^ will assess the reading, ;^wr it ing, and computing 
skills in^ three program? of^ their choice beginnin^^-with the class of 
19?£.\ Assessments in additional areas, as identified by local district;s, 
wil^ bi^ required »by 1^81./ Districts^ may choose ^.tc?*use the areas, of • 

* personal<» development, s^ial responsibility, and career development, or 
may , develop theii;-* own.^ 

. ^Ah Educational Devel9pment Respurce Center has been set up to- 
provide districts with assistance in implementing th^ competency-based . 
requirements . . > - - 

Local .District S ; 

Parkrose School district , Portland, xeports minimal competency 
activity. < ' 

PENNSYLVAIilA * . • ^ ^ 

As part of an overall plan to review Vfeh^ quality of education in the 
state, the state board of education has developed Project 81 . Under 

• Project 81, goals -of education are being redefined. School programs 
'will be reviseti to reflect tjhose goals, and new requirements will -be set ^ 

for graduatiiig students. Such requirements will be based on evidenrce of 
minimum competencies in basic skills in lour Iti^ roles, in addition to . 
f courses taken, crfedits, .and Carnegie units.. "Twelve model districts have 
been selected to work, with the state in this effprt.. Pro^ject 81 states 
that^by 197fc?-79 the model districts will revise graduation requirements 
and implement a revised assessment program.' The state board of education 
will revise curriculum regulations, based on the work -of the 12 model 
districts and the department of education. 

Revisions are being made in the statewide assessment program-- an 
enla;rged test for verbal and math areas, and a new test in written 
expression, with emphasis on reading comprehension and computational an4 
problem-solving areas." 

Local District ' ' 

Lancaster school district has developed an Applied Basic Skill's 
program.\ 

Philadelphia Schoo^ District administered a test o^ functional 
literacy to public high school seniors in October 1976. High school 
seniors in the district are being required to pas^ such' a test 
before they can graduate. The board of education plans, to test for 
basii skills. Philadelphia is one of several hundred school'districts ' 
in the U.S. and Canada working cooperatively on ^he development bf a . 
program for basic skills assessment. , 
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RHbDE ISLANDJ ^ ' ' ' . 

The Statewide Assessment Program eventually will be based on performance 
*indicatGts. The state has developed basic skills i)erf drfnance indicators 
with the expectation' that assessment- will be devised at the local level.. 
State regulations^ for the Local Planning Assessment^ Program (LPAP) are 
~" being used* on a ^provisional basisr in 1977. ' ' ^ ^ ^ 

The state is inter^s*ted in .constructing ^objective-abased tests and 
is' exploring th^ possibility of generating an extensive -data i)ank • 
geared to state 'instructional objectives re-latirig^ to IJasic skills.^ 

Local District . r ^ . . 

The Alternative Learning Project in Providence involves mi^ni%al"^ * 
' competency activity. * * ' , 



SOUTH CAROLINA 



,The state department of eduoarci^ has been studying the area. of compe- 
tency testing and, in Jyly 1'9'77, the Governor announce'd the'^ ormation 
of a task force ,to guide this effort. The State Bo.ard of Education 
has conducted a study »which/ includes a recommendation f or ,a ^minimal 
competency level for high school graduates. - A ijegislative committer 
is^ looking intol the possibility of a state level minimal j:oiiq?etency 



testing program 



TENl^SSEE 

A prof iciwcy e: 
pilot in the sp 
. studied. As re 
appointed a groi 



for the state. 



TEXAS 



'The* state boards 



and* competencies 



amination for high^ ^chool graduation was given as a 
ing of 1977 in 27 selected schools; results^ are being- 
uested by the" state board of educatt-oh, the Commissioner 
p to study the question. • " ^ 



of educatidh adopted, in March 1975,- long-range 



objectives pertaining to "attainment of essential knowledge, skills. 



I' in reading and math to b6 required of hig\i school 
graduates. Mininal reading and. math competenci^||have been formulated 
by the Texas Edu:ation Agency and the 20 regional education service 
centers, following a series of meetings with lay representatives and 
educators. Several plans for implementation of a basic skills program^ 
will be considered by the state legislature in 1977-78. ^ 



? .UTAH 



The state board of education adojpted a new policy that requires students 
to meet minimum standards Of achievement including demonstration of' . 
competency 'in some subjects in order to graduate from rfigh school. The 
revised graduation requirements will take, effect no later thaa with the 
graduating class of 19^80. - 
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In July 1:9T6, the state bo^d^of education, approved a list of. 51 'compettm- 
cies that \Jill be required for a high school diploma$>beglnning with, the 
clas§ of-1981, covering readiiag^ writing, speaking"f listening, and 
xoathema^tics. Testing ifejnot mandated, howeveri School districts are in 
the process of 'implementation. The prbce^ss '^of assessment Begins^in the' 
1977-78 school yeari, A Manual of Information and^Guidelines for Teachers " 
on Basic Competencies is available from the SDE. ' 



VIRGINIA. ^ \ ^ " ' . ^ 

The statle^has mandated minimum cpmpetency requirements fbr seVetal leV.els 
/•and graduation. Under HB 256 (Standards of Quality Act) , each scjiool " 
division is to give instructional priority to devel/oping the'^r^ading-, . 
communications, and mathematics skills of all ^£udents, wi^th particular 
attention to the pirimary grades (K-3) and the ^intermediate grades '^(4-6)* ^ 
. Remedial work for low-achieving students wiH be. provided. . 

- By September of 1978, the state^ board of education, in cooperation with 
local districts, will be required to estabfish specific miittmuV statewide 
educational objectives and a uniform statewide test in reading, communis 
' . cations and mathematics skills^ After. July 1, 1978", stud^ts wi^ll be* 

, required to demonstrate Jaasic competency in those skills^orTiigh'schSol 
graduation. Guidelines are being prepared to -help school divisions meet 

^he high school graduation competencies. The S^E is developing tests* 
that will be available to the local districts.,^ ' J^ . , 

A major confer^ce titled "Minimum Requii;ements for GraiiMation" was- 
held at the -College of Williamrand Hary* in'i?illiap[^^urg on -October 3 * 
to discuss the topic, in general and ^ especially .the Hdevelopm.ent. of " ^ 
"literacy" in four different areas: (1) Communication skills, iX) 
computational- skills, (3) historic-democrat^ic understandings^ and (4) - » 

'posts econdary entry-plaqetaent skills. > * 

Local District . ' ' « * - * • 

AJLexandria School District - The school board has approved a. Writing 
pferogram, beginning in September 1977, whiclycalls for^ specific I 
writing requirements at each grade from fir'st' through high- school. 
GnsenVille County has adopted minimum graduation stan4ar^'^ 



WASHINGTON , ^ - • * ' ^-^1 ' / 

Th'e question of minimal con5)etency. testing isi being given consfSfer^ktion ' 
the ^ate department of education. , / > ' *_ ' 



WEST VIRGINIA . . ^ ^ ' 

There are no statewide minimum competency requirements bufassisfhnc^ is 
available from the state in es'tab^lishing "essential" competencies". 

■Local District . " \ ^ 

Kanawha County^ Charleston has several committe^i^ studying minimal ^ 

competency issues. • * ^ ' - ' 
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WISCONSIN , ^ • . • 

State bepaftment of IW^cation * The state superintendent has appointed a 
"blue ribbon committee"' to study minimal standards for local districts 
and make recommendations, on the departjnent of public instruction's role 
in competency bafeed edircation. 

Local Districts 

Manitowptf Public School Distlrict heLs adopted a proficiency testing^ 
requirement. ^ # 

Sparta and Milwaukee s'chools Are also working on minimal conpetency 
requirements. • * 



REFERENCES RELATING TQ MINIMAL COMPETENCY TESTING, 




ERIC 



. Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development. "Much 
Curriculum Work Needed as Trend Develops for Graduation Competencies," 
ASCD News Exchange , September 1976, Volujfie 18, No. 3. 

2. Baum, Joan. "The Politics of Back-to-Basics," Change Magazine, J 
November 1976, Vol/ 8, No. io. ' p j ^ 

3. Brodinsky, Ben. "Back to the Basics: The Movement and Its Meaning," 
't^hi Delta Kappan , >larch, 1977. pp. 522-527.' ' ' ^ ' 

4. Clark, James P.' and John Chaffee Jr;. New Dimensions for Educatihg . 
Youth; A Report'on Americans Secondary Schools . Report of a confer- 

i ence joii^tly published by the- U.S. Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare and the National Association of Secondary School Princi- 
pals, available from U.S. Government Printing Ofi^ice (•197*6 — 679-230/ 
427 Region No. 8) > ' * 

5. Competency Tests and Graduation Requirements ^ National Association 
, of 'Secondary School Principals. Restxiii, Virginia, '1976. v 

6. Davis, Robbie G. "Needed: Functional Literacy^ Skills Curricula and 
.Tests," Educational technology , March 19 77k pp. 52-54^^ 

7. Fremer, ^John. "Setting and Evaluating Con^etency Standards for 
Awarding High School DiiJlbmas." Presented at the annual Meeting of 
the National Counci.1 on Measurement in Education, New Yotk City. 

^ .April 1977. " ^ > \ . 

8. Graduating Early; The Question of' an Ecruivalency Examination for 
Florida .tiigh School Students . Princeton: Educational Testing 
ServfFe 1976. . ^ * ^ * ' \ ' 

9. Graduation Requirements * ^ A Discussion Guide. JR.eston: NASSP,^1976. 

10. ^ Gr^uation Requiremerits . An NASSP Special Task Force Report. 

Reston: IJASSP, 1975. . \ 

11. Handbook of ' Management Standards for Awarding? High School Diplomas . 
Boston; Masa.a^usetts Advisory Council ^on Education^ 1975. ^ 

12. Minimal Competency Testing Conference Report . Denver: Education > 
Commission of the States,^ 1976. ' . ^ 

13. National Association of "State Boards 'of Education. "Minimum Student- 
Achievement Level3 f or^Graduation; " February 1976. 

r- • • 

■ . • ■ -"--23 • 

■ , '4 
- ^» ft 



• # 



ileferences Relating To Minimal Competency Testing (continued) 



14. 
15. 

16. 

17. 
18. 
19. 

20. 
21. 



22* 
23. 



24. 



National Education Association. "Changing High School Requirements," 
Briefing Memo , June 1976, No. 11. * • . 

Noonan, Robert W. , and Rubin, Larry. "Statewide Minimum Pupil ^ 
Proficiency Standards: A Suirvey of the States," Graduate "School of 
Education, Rutgers University, July 1977. * 

Passow, A. Harry. Secondary Education Reform: Retrospect and Pros- 
pect , a g^achs Memorial Lecture on Secondajry Education for the lecture 
series of April 1976.' , Teachers College, Columbia University, New York^ 
Fipho., Chris. "Minimal Competency Testing: A Look at. State Standards," 
Educational Leadership , April, 1977. pp 516*520. /- 
'Pi^ho, Chris. "Minimal Competency Testing" Update VI,. 1977. Educa- 
tion Commission , of the States. ( , 

Report of the California Commission for Reform of Intermediate and 
Secondary Education , L.B. Newcomer, Ch.^ Sacramento; Cal^omia 



State DepartmAt of Education, 1975. 

Richard Bossone and Lynn Quitman Troyka, (Eds.). Proceedings of 
the National Conference on Minimum Competencies; Trends and Issues . 
Center for Advanced Study in Education, ?the Graduate School and , 
University Center of the City University .of New York, ]^77. 
The Need for Statewide Minimum Competencies in a Thorough and 
Efficient Educational System . A report of the New Jersey Edtication 
Reform Project. Newark: New Jersey Education Reform Project, ' » 
1976. , . , ^ ^ ' 

The 12th grade; A Critical Year . Res.tpn: -NASSP, 1975. 
' This We Believe . A statement on secondary, education prepared by the 
" Task Fbrce on Secondary Schools in a Changing Society. Reston: 
NA^SSP, 1975.^ 

Turnbull, William WV' "Proficiency in Basic Skills," Statement- 
before the Subcommittee on Education, Arts, and Humanities, Committee 
on Human Resources, U.S. Senate, July 27, 1977. Educational Testing 
Service, 1977. . * ^ 



> 



.- 23 - 

24 



DESCRIPTIONS OF SOME AVAILABLE ^MEASURES 

Adult Performance Level'PtoRram ; cl976;. Grade 9-Adults; The American 
College Testirfg Program (P.0» Box 168, Iowa City, Iowa 52W0). 

This program is cgncerned with those coping skills and'knowledge 
areas 'necessary for an individual's functional competency* The A'PL 
Survey is designed to diagnose ancf evaluate those con5)etencles critical 
to adult functioning in society. It •focuses on the application of ba^ic 
skills (identification of facts and terms, readings writing, computation, 
problem solving) in fiye content areas (community resources, occupational 
knowledge, consumer education, health, government, and law). The survey . 
is available in adult arid high school' forms. In-depth tests in the five^ 
content areas are being prepared. - , . 

Basic .Skills Assessment PlroRram ; cl977; Grades 8-12; Educational Testing 
Service, (Rosedale Road, Princeton, New Jersey 08540)-* 

,This program is being develop*ed cooperatively by Educational Testing 
Service and a consortium of school districts* It is designed to asai&K 
the teacher in helping- students gain mastery of thejbasic skill? of^ ^ ^ 
reading, writing, and mathematics* Secondary SQhooJ^s can use the program 
to decide whether students ^have sufficient basic skills mastery to meet , . 
the requirements for high school graduatioii, or'in general to ,be able'to ' 
cope with^ the demands of society* The tests are designed to be adminis- / 
tered in the 8th or 9th grade to aid in the identification pf students 
who should receive additional instruction in the basic skills* 

Secute examinations in reading, mathematics, and writing focus .on 
the application of skills to in5)ortant real-life situations* ' An 'optiona.! 
direct measure of writing is available with the writing test* 

The program became operational in September 1977 anjl is available - 
to school districts*- ' , , , , 

Test of General Educational Development ; cl944-Present; Adults ;yAmerican 
Council on Education (One Dupont- Circle, Washington, DC 20036)* I 

The primary aim of the test of GED is to assess the educational 
development of adults who have not completed their ^rmal high school 
education* Through achievement of satisfactory scores, adults may e^rn a* 
high school equivaj.encj certificate, qualify for admission to more 
advanced , education, meet' /educational requirements for eii5)loyment or^ 

' promotion, satisfy ed^^c^i^nal qualff icatjftns for induction into %\ 
Armed Services', and meet^^egulations of state and local boards o^ 11- 

^censing examiners for- admission to. licensing examinations* GED isf a 
battery of five con^jrehensive examinations; Correctness and Effectiveness 
of Expression, Interpretation of Reading Materials in the Social /Sciences, 
Interpretation of Reading Materials in the Natural Sciences, Interpreta- 
tion of Literary Materials, arid General Mathematical Ability*v. T^ests are 
available in English, .Spanish, and French'. 
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